
Ballykissane Pier Drownings 
 

On Good Friday, 21 April 1916, Cornelius “Con” Keating (of 
Reenard, near Cahersiveen), Donal Sheehan (of Newcastle West), 
Charles Monahan (of Belfast) and chauffeur Thomas McInerney 
(of Limerick) were driving towards Cahersiveen to take wireless 
equipment from the cable station there, as part of the rebellion 
plan. At about 9.45 p.m., owing to driving in poor visibility, they 
were led off their intended path, and instead drove north to 
Ballykissane Pier, about a mile-and-a-half from Killorglin. 
McInerney did not realise this mistake until it was too late and the 
car drove off the pier, plummeting into deep water. According to a 
later witness statement by John J. Quilty (of Kilrush), who owned 
the vehicle, McInerney and Keating managed to get out of the car 
and swam together calling for help. Local man, Timothy Sullivan, 
came to their aid with a light and tried to re-orientate them towards 
the pier. McInerney made it to the shore, but Keating sank with a 
prayer on his lips. His body and those of his two fellow passengers 
were later recovered. These were the first three men to die as a 
consequence of the rebellion, even before the occupation of the 
General Post Office in Dublin. 
 

As can be seen from the language of the newspaper headlines 
and extracts, there was no suspicion that the men were en route to 
carry out an act of rebellion against the authorities. There was 
apparently more discussion about the importance of a protective 
chain being placed around the hazardous entrance to the quay 
than there was speculation as to the purpose and destination of 
the journey. The Kerry News and the Kerry Weekly Reporter used 
the term “mysterious fatality” in their headlines (both papers took 
their report from a Cork Examiner correspondent); yet, even this 
usage does not in itself necessarily infer rebellious activities. 
Although McInerney was arrested, it seems to have been in 
connection with the car accident itself, with his rebellious 
involvement remaining unknown at that point. 
 

It was not until some time had passed that the true reason behind 
the men’s ill-fated journey and their rebellious involvement became 
known to the authorities and general public. 


